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The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. The RCE is accepted. 

Claims 1, 4-6, 8, 9, 11-15, 17, 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 
over Leis article. 

Leis teaches on pg. 2043-2044 reacting AIC and halogen gas at several temperatures. 
The teaching of Ti, Si carbide is noted. No difference is seen in the product porosity. As to claim 
20, using the intervals of 100 degrees is obvious to better characterize the materials. The 
claimed verbiage is not taught, however no differences are seen since the claims permit freely 
choosing small differences in temperature to get essentially the same result. In fact, the claims 
(other than 20) read upon an attempt to duplicate an experiment but having a small unavoidable 
minor temperature fluctuation between runs. 

Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8-15, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Leis taken with El-Raghy. 

Leis does not teach the compound of claim 2. El-Raghy teaches it as a composite of TiC and 
SiC. Using it as a source is an obvious expedient to make the desired carbon, noting that Leis 
teaches carbides as useful materials in the introduction. 

Claims 1, 4-6, 8-15, 17, 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
Boehm article. 

Page 149 teaches narrow-pore distribution carbon made from reacting TaC with at 
500C. The results of several different temperatures are plotted and correlated. As to claim 20, 
using the intervals of 100 degrees is obvious to better characterize the materials. The claimed 
verbiage is not taught, however no differences are seen since the claims permit freely choosing 
small differences in temperature to get essentially the same result. In fact, the claims (other than 
20) read upon an attempt to duplicate an experiment but having a small unavoidable minor 
temperature fluctuation between runs. 
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Claims 1, 4, 6, 8-14, 17, 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
Mohun 3066099. 

The reference teaches, especially in col. 6, 10, 35 and 36 heating SiC with chlorine at 
various temperatures to make a microporous material. No difference is seen in the pore 
distribution. The claimed verbiage is not taught, however no differences are seen since the 
claims permit freely choosing small differences in temperature to get essentially the same result. 
In fact, the claims (other than 20) read upon an attempt to duplicate an experiment but having a 
small unavoidable minor temperature fluctuation between runs. 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/3/10 have been fully considered but are not persuasive. 

It appears that from the data presented in the refences, a temperature spread of 200 

would overcome Boehm and 400 degrees would overcome Leis, since the results provide 

carbons with materially different properties. Only claim 20 requires even a modest temperature 

change, however. Also, the alleged 'narrow' pore distribution is worded so as to encompass a 

rather broad distribution. To illustrate, note 4261709, especially col. 3 and the figures. One 

would normally consider the peaks narrow and broad respectively, however the narrow peak is 

centered around 5A, so its width at half height being a few A actually puts it in jeopardy as to not 

being 'narrow' according to the claims. The broader peak actually comes out as more 'narrow' 

according to the claims since its maximum point is at 15A, which allows for much more latitude. 

This is not a 1 12 issue per se, but applicants should consider this when they draft their 

response to this action. Previous remarks are incorporated. The claims are not specific enough 

to be patentable; it appears that by trying to make a generic claim, applicants have 

encompassed the existing art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to examiner Hendrickson 
at telephone number (571 ) 272-1 351 . 
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